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English 11

The Great Gatsby/ Character Study
We learn about characters through what they say, what they do, what others say about them, and how others react to them. We also learn about characters through the tone of the author and narrator. In order to grasp the text, your goal should be to understand the main characters; their strengths, weaknesses, growth etc. 

Directions: Read the passages below. Write down in one or two sentences what the passage reveals or suggests about the character listed.

1. Nick Carraway
…I’m inclined to reserve all judgments, a habit that has opened up many curious natures to me and also made me the victim of not a few veteran bores…Reserving judgments is a matter of infinite hope. I am still a little afraid of missing something if I forget that…a sense of fundamental decencies is parceled out unequally at birth.

Response:

2. Jay Gatsby
…he gave a sudden intimation that he was content to be alone- he stretched out his arms toward the dark water in a curious way, and far as I was from him I could have sworn he was trembling. Involuntarily I glanced seaward- and distinguished nothing except a single green light, minute and far away, that might have been at the end of the dock.

Response:

3. Tom Buchanan

…Tom was one of those men who reach such an acute limited excellence at twenty-one that everything afterward savors of anticlimax…Now he was a sturdy straw-haired man of thirty with a rather hard mouth and supercilious manner. Two shining arrogant eyes had established dominance over his face and gave him the appearance of always leaning aggressively forward….His was a body capable of enormous leverage- a cruel body.

Response:

4. Daisy Buchanan

…her low, thrilling voice. It was the kind of voice that the ear follows up and down as if each speech is an arrangement of notes that will never be played again. Her face was sad and lovely with bright things in it, bright eyes and a bright passionate mouth- but there was an excitement in her voice that men who had cared for her found difficult to forget; a singing compulsion, a whispered, “Listen”, a promise that she had done gay, exciting things just a while since and that there were gay, exciting things hovering in the next hour.
Response:

5. Jordan Baker

The younger of the two, Jordan, was a stranger to me. She was extended at full length at her end of the divan, completely motionless and with her chin raised a little as if she were balancing something on it which was quite likely to fall. If she saw me out of the corner of her eyes she gave no hint at it- indeed, I was almost surprised into murmuring an apology for having disturbed her by coming in

Response:

